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AFMS & IIT Kanpur to collaborate on developing
technologies to address health problems faced by
soldiers in difficult terrains

The Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for
collaborative research and training with Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur on 18 April
2024. The MoU was signed by Director General Armed Forces Medical Services Lt Gen Daljit Singh
& Officiating Director, 1T Kanpur Prof S Ganesh. Under this MoU, AFMS and 11T Kanpur will team
up to undertake research and develop new technologies to address health problems faced by soldiers
in difficult terrains.

IIT Kanpur will also provide technical expertise for developing Al diagnostic models, at Armed
Forces Centre for Computational Medicine established in Armed Forces Medical College, which is
first of its kind amongst medical colleges in India. Under the ambit of this MoU, faculty exchange
program, joint academic activities and development of training modules will also be planned.

On this occasion, Lt Gen Daljit Singh informed that AFMS is dedicated to provide highest level of
medical care to soldiers and collaboration with institutes of national importance like T is a
significant step towards this commitment. Prof S Ganesh emphasised the need for inter-professional
collaboration and utilisation of advanced technologies like computational medicine and Al in health
care.

Indigenous Technology Cruise Missile successfully flight-
tested by DRDO off the Odisha coast

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conducted a successful flight-test of
Indigenous Technology Cruise Missile (ITCM) from the Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur off
the coast of Odisha on April 18, 2024. During the test, all subsystems performed as per expectation.
The missile performance was monitored by several Range Sensors like Radar, Electro Optical
Tracking System (EOTS) and Telemetry deployed by ITR at different locations to ensure complete
coverage of the flight path. The flight of the missile was also monitored from the Su-30-MKk-I aircraft
of the Indian Air Force.
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The missile followed the desired path using way point navigation and demonstrated very low altitude
sea-skimming flight. This successful flight test has also established the reliable performance of the
indigenous propulsion system developed by Gas Turbine Research Establishment (GTRE),
Bengaluru.

The missile is also equipped with advanced avionics and software to ensure better and reliable
performance. The missile is developed by Bengaluru-based DRDO laboratory Aeronautical
Development Establishment (ADE) along with contribution from other laboratories and Indian
industries. The test was witnessed by many senior scientists from various DRDO laboratories along
with the representatives from the production partner.

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh has congratulated DRDO for the successful flight-test of the ITCM
and stated that successful development of indigenous long range subsonic cruise missile powered by
indigenous propulsion is a major milestone for Indian defence R&D.

Secretary Department of Defence R&D & Chairman DRDO Dr Samir V Kamat congratulated the
entire team of DRDO on successful conduct of the ITCM launch.
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